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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SREF IN VM 

SUBJECT: INDOCHINESE REFUGEES ABOARD CARGO SHIP 
REFS: (A) STATE 170860; (B) NEWDELHI 278; (C) MADRAS 1 199 

1 . MISSION COMMUNICATED INFORMATION CONVEYED REFTELS TO UNHCR 
BOAT CASE CONTROL OFFICER. LATTER ADVISED THAT HE HAD RECEIVED 
VISIT JULY 20 OF FIRST SECRETARY OF INDIAN MISSION HERE WHO HAD 
BEEN INSTRUCTED BY GOI TO NOTIFY UNHCR OF REFUGEES ABOARD "LAXMI" 
(FROM REF B, MISSION GATHERS THERE ARE 108 REFUGEES INVOLVED VICE 
91, 1.E.. 55 MEN, 36 WOMEN, AND 17 CHILDREN). 

2. UNHCR OFFICER REQUESTED OF INDIAN REP THAT GOI PERMIT REFUGEES 

TO LAND IN MADRAS WHERE UNHCR WOULD ASSURE CARE AND MAINTENANCE 
AND SEEK RESETTLEMENT OPPORTUNITIES. HE ALSO SUGGESTED THAT GOI 
COMMUNICATE WITH VOLAG WHICH COULD BE HELPFUL, MENTIONING 
SPECIFICALLY THE INDIAN COUNCIL FOR SOCIAL SERVICES. 

3. SINCE THIS INTERVIEW, UNHCR OFFICER HAS NOT HEARD BACK FROM 
INDIAN MISSION, BUT HAD ASSUMED, IN VIEW OF INDIAN REP'S AFFIRM 
ATIVE ATTITUDE THAT THERE WOULD BE NO PROBLEM. 
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4. MISSION WOULD APPRECIATE RECEIVING REPORT ON LATEST STATUS 
THIS CASE FROM ADDRESSEES. 

VANDEN HEUVEL 
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